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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Box 16 

Washington, DC 20231 



ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
KATHLEEN A. ffiOIQBER&R 
Controller 
(703)412-6494 
KM0RS8ERGER@0eL0N.COM 



Attn: Frank Lebron 
Refund Department 



Re: Deposit Account #1 50030 



Dear Mr. Lebron: 

Enclosed is a copy of a portion of our deposit account statement of May, 2004. Please 
review the highlighted charge on Serial Number 10/023,702 in the amount of $180.00 on fee 
code #1806. 

An Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) and amendment was filed on April 23, 2004. 
As stated in the highlighted "Remarks" section of the amendment, the IDS had previously been 
filed on December 1, 2003. A corrected list of references was being filed on April 23, 2004. 
Therefore, no fee was required to file the IDS. The fee charged to our deposit account was in 
error and should be refunded. 

Please investigate this charge and kindly refund $180.00 to Deposit Account #150030. 
Copies of the appropriate paperwork are attached. If you have questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. My phone number is 703-412-6296. Thank you for your assistance. 




Sincerely, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



DebraJ.Noel V 
Accounting Department 
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OSMM&N FilcNo. 217720US3 



Dept.: E/M 
By: GJM/PH/me 



In the matter of the Application of: Masaharu NISHIMURA. ct al. 
For QIJTER CASING COVERING GAS TURBINE COMBUSTOR 



Due Date: Aprfl^W 



The following has been received in the U.S. Patent Office on the date stamped hereoi 

■ Dep. Acct. Order Form 

■ Cover Letter 

■ Amendment After Final 

PTO-1449 
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217720US3 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATE NT A TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IN RE APPLICATION OF 

MASAHARU NISHIMURA, ETAL. : EXAMINER: KIM, T. 

SERIAL NO: 10/023,702 

FILED: DECEMBER 21, 2001 : GROUP ART UNIT: 3746 

FOR: OUTER CASING COVERING GAS : 
TURBINE COMBUSTOR 




COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

In response to the Office Action dated January 23, 2004, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper. 



Appu^onNo. .0*23.702 ■ .,. BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

Reply to Office Action of January 23, 2004 
Remarks 

Favorable reconsideration of this application, in view of the above amendments and in 
light of the following remarks and discussion, is respectfblly requested. 

Applicants respectfully request entry of this response, as the response places the 
application in clear condition for allowance, or alternatively places the claims in better form 
for appeal. Specifically, Applicants have amended independent claims to overcome 
rejections. 

Upon entry of this response, Claims 1-14 are pending; independent Claims 1 and 12 
having been amended by way of the present response. Applicants respectfully assert that 
support for the changes to the claims is self-evident from the originally filed disclosure, 
including the original claims, and that therefore no new matter has been added 

In the outstanding Office Action, the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on 
December 1, 2003, was indicated as failing to comply with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2); Claims 
12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,351,947 to Keller etal. (Keller) : Claims 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,530,221 to Sattiiiger et al. (Sattingert; Claims 1, 2, 4, 
and 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keller in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 4,41 1,616 to Myitm^ Claims 1, 2, 4, and 1244 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sattinger in view of HsSffiSas; and Claims 1, 2, 4, 
and 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
2,930,195 to Blackman. Jr.. et al. (Blackman) in view ofNeumaim. 

Initially, Applicants express thanks for the Examiner's indication that independent 
Claims 3 and 5 are allowed. 
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References Cited $y 4g^f|)|i^|.pplicants respectfully request that the Examiner 
acknowledge consideration of the previously filed English language abstract by initialing and 
executing the enclosed List, and return a copy of the List with the next U S. Patent Office 
communication. 

In the Office Action, Claims 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Keller . Claims 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sattmeer . Claims 1, 2, 4, and 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Keller in view of HsiSfflDn. Claims 1, 2, 4, and 12-14 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sattinger in view of Neumann. Claims 
1, 2, 4, and 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blackman in view of Neumaim . Applicants respectfully assert that the rejections of the 
claims have been overcome by the above amendments for the following reasons. 

The present invention is directed to gas turbine combustors. Independent Claim 1 
recites a casing configured to surround a combustor and to be disposed apart from the 
combustor to define an intake chamber between the combustor and the casing. A sheet-like 
vibration damper having at least one thin plate, which resonates with a vibration of air in the 
intake chamber to absorb energy of the air vibration, is attached to an inner wall of the casing 
by an attaching member with a vacant space therebetween. Independent Claim 12 recites a 
casing surrounding an intake chamber, the casing configured to surround a combustor and to 
be disposed apart from the combustor and the casing. A damper is connected to an inner wall 
of the casing and is configured to resonate with a vibration of air in the intake chamber, the 
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SERJAL NO: I0W23.7O2 GAU: 3746 

FILED: December 21, 2001 EXAMINER: K1M,T. 

FOR: OUTER CASING COVERING GAS TURBINE COMBUSTOR 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS DC^CI\/Cn 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 nCUCI VCU 

sir: ^pR g 7 2004 

Applicants) wish to disclose the following information. 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 

REFERENCES 

■ The applicants) wish to make of record the reference listed on the attached form PTO-1 449. A copy of the listed 
reference was filed with an Information Disclosure Statement on December 1, 2003, along with an English 
language translation of the abstract 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending applications) or issued patents) which may be related to the present 
application. A copy of the patent(s), together with a copy of the claims and drawings of the pending applications) 
is attached along with PTO 1449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR § 1 .1 7(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

□' Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the riling of 
this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

■ Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 
payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Gregory J. Maier 

Customer Number Registration No. 25.599 

22850 

Philip J. Hoffmann 

(OSMMN05/0)) Registration No. 46,340 
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